CHAPTER II

THE GREEK WAR AND THE VICTORY OF NEW ORLEANS

EVERY schoolboy knows and loves the story of the
midnight ride of Paul Revere. But hardly any-
body has heard of the twenty-day, fifteen-hun-
dred-mile ride of "Billy" Phillips, the President's
express courier, who in 1812 carried to the South-
west the news that the people of the United States
had entered upon a second war with their British
kinsmen. William Phillips was a young, lithe Ten-
nesseean whom Senator Campbell took to Wash-
ington in 1811 as secretary. When not more than
sixteen years old he had enjoyed the honor of riding
Andrew Jackson's famous steed, Truxton, in a heat
race, for the largest purse ever heard of west of
the mountains, with the proud owner on one side of
the stakes. In Washington he occasionally turned
an honest penny by jockey-riding in the races on
the old track of Bladensburg, and eventually he
became one of a squad of ten or twelve expert